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Hands
Constance Vogel
The doctor with knockwurst fingers
sketches rivers and land masses
of my daughter's brain,
circles the place
where the aneurysm is about to burst.
I hear his explanation
but see only his fingers.
Where are the hands of a proper surgeon
—
lean enough to travel her tightrope arteries?
He crumples his sketch like a soda cracker,
squeaks down the hall on crepe soles,
leaves me in the twilight of the waiting room
where relatives trade legends of their operations,
thumb magazines they will forget.
My mind is a vat where questions ferment.
Have I sent a simple fisherman
to catch a whale?
If the surgeon fails,
must I live forever?
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